
OCT. 16, 2012. THE HOMES WERE A SHOWCASE OF CREATIVITY AND 
diversity, the visitors were enthusiastic and even Vancouver’s unpredictable 
weather cooperated for the Vancouver Heritage Foundation’s third annual 
Laneway House Tour. 

A total of seven laneway homes threw open their front doors as they wel-
comed almost 600 Vancouverites eager to experience one of the city’s most 
talked about alternative housing solutions for themselves. The overwhelming 
reaction was one of surprise, admiration, and yes, sometimes even a hint of 
envy. Comments ranged from “Cute: really, really cute,” to “Wow, look at the 
bathroom – I wish I had a shower like that in my place,” to “I can’t believe 
you’ve got two private garden areas and a balcony that’s bigger than ours… in 
a laneway house.”

Comfort and style
This year marked the second time Thomas Frauenberger, owner of Lanecraft 
Lane and Coach Homes, was one of the forward-thinking builders who prove 
small can be beautiful when it comes to housing. “The biggest surprise for most 
people is just how large these homes can be,” he says adding that he custom 
designs each laneway home for its unique lot and orientation.

Some things though are constant – maximizing storage, plenty of windows 
to keep the interior light and airy, plus kitchens that not only look great but 
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can handle the demands of someone with 
a passion for all thinks culinary – like 
Thomas. “I always get excited when it 
comes to designing the kitchen because 
I love to cook,” Thomas says, adding he 
was particularly excited with the kitchen 
design for this year’s tour home. 

The result is nothing short of daz-
zling. An L-shaped stone counter/eating 
bar, full-sized appliances in contemporary 
stainless steel, two full banks of 24-inch 
drawers, and glass subway tile backsplash 
– this culinary and social hub would be 
totally at home in any downtown condo-
minium. This beauty also got something 
you won’t see in many condos – a French 
door to one of this home’s three, private 
outdoor spaces. 

As a steady stream of visitors con-
tinued to pour through the front door, 
another theme emerged. People simply 
hadn’t anticipated this home’s separate 
living room and dining area, a result 
achieved by placing the kitchen kitty-
corner to the garage area and then locat-
ing the two relaxing/socializing areas on 
either side. Intelligent design at its best, 
this con!guration leaves not an inch of 
space unused and creates a dynamic 
sense of "ow and interconnectivity.

“Oh wow, that storage is amazing.” 

Comments like this were fast and steady 
as visitors took a peak at the two bedrooms 
upstairs. Sure enough, Thomas had fully 
!nished storage areas tucked into every 
nook and cranny. The bathroom also drew 
rave reviews for its sophisticated !nish-
ings, vaulted ceiling and sunny window 
– now be honest, how many condos do 
you see with natural light? 

Investment in the future
A longtime advocate of laneway housing 
as an affordable alternative to traditional 
forms of densi!cation, Thomas stresses 
these homes make good !nancial sense 
for everyone involved. “Laneway housing 
is one way people can get a great home 
they’d otherwise have to mover much 
farther out into the suburbs to be able to 
afford, but they’re also a smart investment 
from a purely business sense,” he says.

“Consider a laneway house that 
costs $300,000 to build,” he says by 
way of example. “With a minimal down 
payment, current costs to finance it 
would probably be in the range of $1,400 
per month, but depending on the area 
of town you’re located in, you’d likely be 
able to easily rent it out for $2,300 and 
much more if it’s furnished. Even if you 
decided to rent it below market value for 

$1,700 or $1,800 per month, you’d still 
be in a cash positive position. And your 
tenant is a family member, they get a 
triple bene!t of being close to the family, 
having a true sense of privacy and enjoy-
ing some major savings.”

Looking to the future, Thomas sees 
other compelling reasons why laneway 
housing is an idea worth pursuing. 
“Laneway homes have been shown to in-
crease the overall value of the property, 
so it actually becomes less attractive to 
developers for rezoning – meaning it helps 
entrench the concept of single-family 
neighbourhoods. And if every eligible 
property, properties already zoned for 
this housing form, were actually built, I 
estimate at current building rates those 
65,000-plus homes would create 130 to 
140 years of business for local builders.”
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